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Gung Hay Fat Choi! The Year of the Rat
begins. On Saturday, February 23, from
6:00 until 8:00 pm, KTSF will once more
present the live broadcast of San Fran-
cisco’s annual Chinese New Year Parade.
KTSF, in cooperation with the San Fran-
cisco Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
has televised the parade live for 20 years.

The history of this enormously popular
parade goes back to the 1860's, during
the California Gold Rush. It evolved over
the years to become what it is today, the
largest Asian celebration of its kind out-
side Asia and the largest general market
event in Northern California.

As in past years, this year's parade will
be an exciting and continual display of
floats, marching bands, lion dancers, stilt
walkers, Chinese acrobats and other
colorful performers. Over 100 units will
participate this year. Parade highlights
will include the float of newly crowned
Miss Chinatown USA along with her
court and the 201-foot Golden Dragon
(Gum Lung).

KTSF News anchors Jo Wan and Kwok-
shu Leung, parade hosts since 2005, will
team up once more to emcee KTSF's
parade special.

KTSF extends warm and special thanks
to those 2008 Chinese New Year Parade
sponsors who have signed on to-date:
Cathay Pacific, Lowe’s, McDonalds, Veri-
zon, Volvo and Wells Fargo.

The Year of the Rat, Lunar Year 4706,
begins Thursday, February 7.

The Chinese astrological cycle itself
begins with the Rat and Rat years sym-
bolize new beginnings.

Those born during The Year of the Rat
(1912, 1924, 1936, 1948, 1960,1972, 1984,
1996 and 2008) are said to have pure
hearts. They are honest, ambitious and
tenacious. They may be manipulative
and have a tendency to be ruthless when
opposed. Well known Rats include
George Washington, Winston Churchill,
William Shakespeare and Mozart.
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